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Average prices of certified polished diamonds rose 1.6 percent in January 2011. 
Prices were 11.7 percent above levels seen a year ago.
Trade was driven by Far East demand in advance of the Chinese New Year, which started February 
3, and some cautious restocking by U.S. wholesalers and retailers.
Shortages persisted in popular categories.

De Beers Diamond Trading Company (DTC) kept prices relatively stable.
Premiums on DTC boxes increased to double digits.
Strong demand was fueled by shortages and expectations of future price increases.
Indian manufacturers anticipated final Kimberley Process (KP) approval for exports from Zimbabwe’s 
Marange mine.

Caution lingered in the U.S. despite strong Holiday sales.
Sales forecasts are positive for Valentine’s Day.
Expectations are high for the Chinese New Year period.

Polished trading was stable-to-positive in January and the uptrend in demand is expected to 
continue at a moderate pace in the coming months. Cutters are expected to ramp up manufacturing 
in an attempt to alleviate shortages in the market.

Their ability to do so will largely depend on the availability of rough supply and their assessment 
as to whether the margins gained on the resulting polished are sustainable. Demand for rough 
is expected to heat up prior to  the next DTC sight, which begins February 21, with  a price hike 
expected by the De Beers sales and distribution unit. 

The industry will be watching the Chinese New Year retail season closely as demand in the Far 
East is expected to continue to drive market growth. In addition, the industry will be looking at U.S. 
Valentine’s Day sales to assess whether the positive Christmas period was a flash in the pan or 
a signal that a real consumer recovery has begun.
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Average prices of certified polished diamonds rose 1.6 percent in January, continuing the uptrend 
seen toward the end of 2010. Increases were most apparent in 1-carat sizes, where the average 
price rose 3.1 percent during the month (Figure 1).

The pace of growth in average polished prices gained momentum in January from December (Fig-
ure 2). The increases were spurred by strong demand for 1-carat stones during the month, 
whereas 3-carat stones weakened. Average prices at the end of January were 11.7 percent 
higher than a year ago.

Polished Markets
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RapNet Asking Price Index (RAPI) is the average RapNet best asking price for D-H, IF-VS2, VG+ diamonds. 
Rapaport Spec 2, Round, D-H, IF, X, X-VG, GIA-HRD-AGS

Figure 1

RapNet Asking Price Index (RAPI) is the average RapNet best asking price for D-H, IF-VS2, VG+ diamonds. 
Rapaport Spec 2, Round, D-H, IF, X, X-VG, GIA-HRD-AGS.

Figure 2
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There were consistent reports of shortages in the market across all trading centers. Indian demand 
was strongest for stars and smalls up to 0.5 carats in all categories, and 1-carat, H-J, VS-SI 
goods. Traders in other centers — Israel, Belgium and the U.S. — noted shortages in a broader 
size range, from 0.75-carat to 3.00-carat, VS-SI goods.

There are indications that U.S. wholesaler stocks were depleted during the Christmas season and 
that some level of restocking will occur during the first quarter. Price gaps remain between the 
U.S. and the manufacturing centers because U.S. buyers have not fully accepted the new prices. 
Still, buyer price resistance is less than that experienced in 2010. In addition, sellers appear willing 
to hold out on closing transactions if they do not get the price they are looking for, as they anticipate 
future price increases.

Demand for rough was strong in January, with the DTC sight valued at an estimated $650 million, 
making it the largest site in just over two years (Figure 3).

DTC kept prices relatively stable, which spurred strong trading in the secondary market and pushed 
premiums on DTC boxes up to an estimated average of 10 percent. The mid-tier mining companies 
— notably Petra Diamonds and Gem Diamonds — were bullish in their assessments of the rough 
market, based on the fact that prices at their respective tenders continue to strengthen.  

There is some anticipation that DTC will raise prices at its February site,  after De Beers has published 
its full-year results and more fully analyzed both Far East demand from the Chinese New Year and 
the actual strength of the U.S. Christmas season.

Strong rough prices have been encouraged by shortages of supply in the market. Manufacturers, 
particularly in India, are hoping that the pending access to stock from the Marange mines 
in Zimbabwe will help alleviate the shortages. Members of the Kimberley  Process Certification

Rough Market
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Source: Rapaport Estimates
Figure 3
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Scheme (KPCS) reached a written consensus to allow the exports, but they still must receive 
formal approval from Zimbabwe and the KP chair. Rapaport estimates that several million carats 
of Marange goods are awaiting final clearance.

January is generally a quieter period for U.S. retail following the busy Christmas season. Retailers 
spent the month taking stock and preparing for Valentine’s Day on February 14. Research and 
trade groups, including IBISWorld and the National Retail Federation (NRF), expect jewelry 
sales on Valentine’s Day to grow by strong double-digit percentages over 2010.

More significant for this time of the year is the Chinese New Year, which is a busy shopping and 
gift-giving season, and a popular time for Chinese couples to get married. These factors have 
fed expectations that Chinese retail sales will continue to grow in the coming months.

U.S. gross domestic product (GDP) rose 3.2 percent in the fourth quarter 2010, led by a 4.4 
percent rise in consumer spending, according to the “advance” estimate released by the Bureau 
of Economic Analysis (BEA).
The Federal Reserve maintained its lending rates at a record low of zero percent to 0.25 percent. 
The Fed noted that “the economic recovery is continuing, though at a rate that has been insufficient 
to bring about a significant improvement in labor market conditions.”
China’s GDP grew 9.8 percent in the fourth quarter, despite government efforts to slow the 
property market and restrict bank lending. The Chinese economy grew 10.3 percent in 2010, 
according to National Bureau of Statistics of China.
Spot gold price rose 6.3 percent in January to close the month at $1,337.5 per ounce.
The U.S. dollar depreciated by 2.2 percent in January to close the month at a rate of $1 = 0.7303 
euros. 
  

Retail Market
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For additional information or if you have any comments or questions, 
please contact:

Avi Krawitz
M.  + 972-54-345-0084
Email: avi.krawitz@diamonds.net

Press queries - please contact: 

Alissa Goren
M. +972-54-345-1317
Email: alissa.goren@diamonds.net

Visit www.diamonds.net and www.rapnet.com for news and information on diamond prices. 

About the Rapaport Group: The Rapaport Group is an international network of companies 
providing added value services that support the development of free, fair and competitive 
global diamond markets. Established in 1978, the Rapaport Diamond Report is the primary 
source of diamond prices and market information. Group activities include publishing, re-
search and marketing services, internet information and diamond trading networks, global 
rough and polished diamond tenders, diamond certification, quality- control, compliance, ship-
ping, and financial services. Major activities of the group include the development of markets 
for Fair Trade Diamonds and Jewelry as well as the creation of diamond futures markets. 
Additional information is available at www.diamonds.net.

Copyright © 2011 by Martin Rapaport. All rights reserved. Rapaport USA Inc., Suite 100, 133 E. 
Warm Springs Rd., Las Vegas, Nevada, USA. +1.702.893.9400. This Rapaport Research Report 
is provided solely for your personal reading pleasure. Nothing published by The Rapaport Group of 
Companies and contained in this report should be deemed to be considered personalized industry 
or market advice. Any investment or purchase decisions should only be made after obtaining expert 
advice. All opinions and estimates contained in this report constitute Rapaport`s considered judg-
ment as of the date of this report , are subject to change without notice and are provided in good 
faith but without legal responsibility. Thank you for respecting our intellectual property rights.
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


